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THE EDITORIAL

France's candidacy for the organisation of the 2025 World Cup seems obvious.

While it may fit perfectly into the 'Legacy' plan of the two major events, France 2023 and 
Paris 2024, our project for the 2025 World Cup is unprecedented. 

The values that we uphold correspond perfectly to Rugby League, a popular sport that is 
accessible to all. Indeed, our stance in favour of sport for all, with four competitions in 
one event, makes it possible to include all audiences and all regions, especially 
medium-sized cities.

With the simultaneous organisation of the men's, women's, wheelchair and youth 
competitions, with 40 host cities across the country and highly accessible ticket prices, 
we envisage a sport at the heart of communities and the heart of lives.

Organising this World Cup constitutes an especially useful lever for developing rugby 
league in France, with an ever-increasing number of clubs and federation members 
across the country.

However, this 2025 World Cup is also intended to act as a lever for projects across all 
the regions. Projects of regional cohesion, economic development and tourist appeal, job 
creation, exemplary CSR, promotion of the practice of sport and therefore of health: our 
project makes sport both an objective and an important tool.

Players from all over the world, host regions, partners, supporters, volunteers, this 
World Cup will first and foremost be yours. 

Welcome to all!

Michel WIENER
Managing Director of France2025

3



FOUR WORLD CUPS IN ONE 
EVENT : A UNIQUE PROJECT

A world first

France will organise the 2025 Rugby League World Cup based on an unprecedented 
international sports competition model. In October and November 2025, France 2025 will 
simultaneously bring together competitions for men, women, wheelchair athletes and 
young people (U19). 

In total, France will host 64 national teams, representing five continents and facilitating 
128 matches. The delegations will arrive in October and the competition will run for five 
weeks until mid-November.

This original positioning reflects our vision of sport: a sport for all, which upholds values 
of universality and proximity, clearly enshrined in health policy and social cohesion, both 
nationally and regionally.

Sport for all

Intended as a symbol of what sport could represent in France in 2025, France 2025 
constitutes a lever for public policies, for regional cohesion in each of the 40 cities which 
will host the competitions, and for lasting benefits for the economy, employment and 
youth training. 

Based on historic familial and popular perspectives, rugby league promises a 2025 World 
Cup that is both accessible to all audiences and, thanks to attractive ticket prices, 
especially celebratory: the average price of a ticket will be less than 30 Euro. 

The French already approve of this inclusive competition model: 88% look favourably 
upon this project and the values it embodies*.

*French Institute of Public Opinion (IFOP) study September 2021
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A WORLD CUP FOR & 
WITH THE REGIONS

A competition throughout France

With four competitions in one and a total of 128 matches, France 2025 will be organised 
across 40 cities: medium-sized cities for the vast majority of matches and a few major 
cities for the semi-finals and finals. Approximately 50 smaller municipalities will also be 
selected to host base camps for the 64 national selections that will compete in the four 
competitions. 

This World Cup will be successful if it goes above and beyond its sole sporting success. 
The regional component, a key principle of our project, will be developed with the 
support of the national programme Action Cœur de Ville [Active Heart of the City] and 
the Banque des Territoires.

With prices that enable all audiences to attend the competitions, France 2025 will be a 
popular event.

The final selection of host cities and base camps will be announced in the second half of 
2022, following an in-depth dialogue in the first half of 2022 with each candidate city, 
department and region. Each city, each local authority, will enter into a regional contract 
with the National Organising Committee.

The 2025 World Cup will serve to boost the appeal of our regions

The World Cup will benefit the economy of the country and its regions, through the 
activity provided to French partner companies, as well as through the promotion of 
tourist activities in the country and in particular the host cities, departments and regions 
taking part.

Our website and ticket sales platform will function as real spotlights on these regions and 
their tourist and commercial activities. Our ticketing platform will refer visitors to their 
tourism platforms. From the end of 2023 onwards, they will be able to book online 
tickets, ticket packages, modes of transport and stays before, during and after the World 
Cup. E-commerce platforms will also allow the sale of artisanal and local products to 
internet users around the world.
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AN ECONOMICALLY ROBUST 
WORLD CUP

A solid economic model

Heritage, strict cost control through the search for win-win partnerships and strict 
management, innovative revenue policy with services associated with ticketing and in 
connection with the regions: our economic model is one of balance. A balance between 
costs and income, naturally, but also with more than 70% private funds. Finally, a 
balance between mastering the aim of offering tariffs that are accessible to as many 
people as possible and the need to guarantee a balanced budget in France 2025. 

Our World Cup is not about making maximum profits. It is part of a logic that subscribes 
to economic, regional and social utility. A balanced budget is therefore a key element, 
alongside the objective of giving rugby league the means for its sustainable growth in 
France.

The selected ticketing model:
o A pricing strategy with an average ticket price of less than €30 
o A 60% ticket sales target in France and 40% internationally  
o Target sales scenario for 822,000 tickets:

▪ 343,000 tickets for the men's competition 
▪ 276,000 for the women's competition 
▪ 138,000 for the youth competition 
▪ 65,000 for the wheelchair competition

100,000 foreign supporters are expected. Our project foresees that these supporters will 
enjoy a target stay of between two and three weeks. On average, a foreign buyer buys 
three tickets per person to justify their trip.

6



AN ECONOMICALLY ROBUST 
WORLD CUP

The 2025 World Cup, a job accelerator for the regions

France 2025 will generate lasting benefits for the economy and employment, especially 
in the regions. 

The World Cup will create jobs in the regions, whether directly or indirectly, as it will 
benefit local businesses. This commitment to employment in France will also be reflected 
in the use of partners and service providers by the National Organising Committee, since 
it will appear expressly in the specifications and calls for tenders. 

In addition, a proactive vocational training programme will be set up thanks in particular 
to the support of professional training agency AFDAS: more than 2,000 apprenticeship 
positions will be offered to young people in the committees of the host cities of the 
competitions and base camps, as well as within the National Organising Committee. 
These training opportunities will also be available through our partner companies and 
within French rugby league structures, including federation headquarters, regional 
structures and clubs. These diploma courses will focus on the trades of institutions and 
events. They will be designed with the regions and the world of sport, in order to best 
correspond to real needs. 

Finally, each volunteer involved in the reception of the public in cities and sports arenas 
will be trained and supported to benefit from an official certificate which can be valued as 
professional training. They will be supervised in the sports arenas by local managers 
from ASPTT, the leading French sports club.
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CSR AT THE HEART

An eco-responsible project

Our project is designed around the principle of sustainable growth. France 2025 is part of 
a legacy initiated by the major international sporting events organised in France in the 
coming years. In particular, this material heritage will be characterised by the reuse of 
infrastructure (stadiums, transport, accommodation, etc.). 

Our first objective is to help in achieving France's climate objectives by obtaining the 
official 'low-carbon' label, created by the Ministry of Ecological Transition.

In continuation of France 2023 and Paris 2024, from 2022 onward, France 2025 will sign 
the Ministry of Sports' Charter of 15 Eco-responsible Commitments. 

France 2025 will integrate ecological issues at all levels of the project. Transport and, in 
particular, air transport for teams and supporters, is one of the main sources of CO2 
emissions produced by the competition. We will work with the air carriers of France 2025 
on a system to offset any emissions that cannot be reduced and, moreover, we will not 
use this mode of transport for domestic travel.

This is why we have focused on a renewable mobility platform (train, electric/LPG 
coaches for the team transport between base camps and stadiums, car sharing, bicycles, 
electric vehicles, public transport, electric/hybrid taxis, etc.). These modes of transport 
will be especially easy to use given that organisation of the competitions will aim for 
short distances between the 40 cities that will host the competitions, and between these 
cities and the team's base camps. A tight network among the regions will certainly help!

Finally, catering within the stadiums will use local products and caterers, while 
systematic anti-waste and recycling operations will also be implemented. In addition, the 
energy used will be green and sustainable.
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LA RSE AU CŒUR

Equality and inclusion

CSR goes far beyond the ecological dimension alone. Because it is at the heart of our 
lives, this World Cup also aims to set an example in terms of equality and inclusion: 
offering the same sporting treatment as well as consistent remuneration and rewards for 
all participants across the four competitions. Likewise, our recruitment policy 
(employees, unpaid workers, volunteers) will guarantee equal opportunities. 

Thanks to the strong involvement of local populations, France 2025 will ensure, with 
each local organising committee, the promotion of sport for all and the practice of 
recreational sport for all audiences and all groups, through adapted sports activities. All 
sports arenas will be accessible to people with reduced mobility. 

Equality also means equal access to competitions. Our event will therefore be popular 
and accessible to all, offering a highly affordable pricing policy. 

Sustainable and circular economy 

A social and united economy is at the heart of our decisions, especially when choosing 
our partners. 

Through strict and engaging CSR specifications and a responsible purchasing policy, the 
project will revolve around committed French partners. With the implementation of 
labelling policies, concrete commitments in particular linked to the societal cause of the 
event, and by committing to train new talent with the support of AFDAS as part of our 
policy in favour of employment and vocational training.  

By favouring local partners, France 2025 will help to develop the economy at a local level 
and promote regional cohesion by strengthening the tourism and hospitality appeal of 
the regions. 
The commercial relationship that we will offer our customers will be part of a socially 
responsible and green financial approach, for example with our policy of financial 
investments and donations offered to each buyer of France 2025 products and services.
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EVERYONE COMMITTED TO THE 
SUCCESS OF FRANCE 2025

Regions already committed to the success of France 2025

Already, 38 key cities have expressed their interest in hosting France 2025 
(competitions or base camps) with the support of departments and regions :

12

The general public will be there! 

● 88% of the French are favourable to this candidacy and support it. 

● 88% are seduced by the model of a World Cup that simultaneously brings 
together men's, women's, wheelchair and youth competitions. 

● 69% consider it a good idea that these competitions take place nearby, 
which validates a model of some 40 cities spread across the country. 

● 33% say they are ready to buy a ticket given their very affordable cost 
(more than 15 million people living in France).

*Source: IFOP survey carried out in September 2021 with 1,803 participants
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Albi
Arras
Autun
Beauvais
Blagnac
Bègles
Besancon
Biganos
Bordeaux
Boulazac
Carcassonne
Chambéry
Chatillon
Issoire
Le Creusot
Le Mans
Libourne
Limoges
Limoux
Lourdes

Marmande-Tonneins
Martigues
Massy
Montauban
Montluçon
Narbonne
Nice
Paris
Périgueux
Perpignan
Pia
Roanne
Salon-de-Provence
Toulouse
Trélissac
Vannes
Vichy
Villefranche-de-Rouergue
Villeneuve-sur-Lot



ATHLETES COMMIT TO 
FRANCE 2025

Seduced by the project and its values, and enthusiastic about the idea of seeing France 
organise this event, eight premier major champions from all disciplines have already 
joined a support committee of high-level athletes :
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Cathy Arnaud

A many-time world champion, European champion and Olympic medallist in 
the lightweight category, Cathy Arnaud is a true heavyweight of French judo. 
Starting with this incredible champion, we begin a series of testimonies of 
support from great French sporting figures for France's candidacy for the 
hosting of the Rugby League World Cup in 2025!

“Organising the Rugby League World Cup in France is a wonderful idea. Hand 
on heart, I can say that I'm certain our French teams have the potential to 
shine in 2025. I want to wish them great adventures and, to all of us, a great 
World Cup… in France!”

Cléopâtre Darleux

Joining the French handball team at 19, world champion in 2017, gold 
medallist this summer at the Tokyo Games, with an exceptional percentage 
of 43% saves in the final, and vice-world champion in 2021, the goalkeeper 
of the Blues is an iconic figure when it comes to promoting women.
 
Be that in the sport, of course, with the great emotions that she knows how 
to generate on court, just as through her commitments, whether in favour of 
equality in terms of media treatment or facilitating motherhood during a 
woman's sporting career. Her support of women's rights also extends to 
professional life in general, supporting women as they take their full place in 
the management spheres of companies as well as in the responsibilities of 
public life, for a fairer and more balanced society. 

"From having experienced them myself, I know that the emotions provided 
by major international sporting events are incomparable. And we all need to 
be able to experience them, whoever we are! Women's sport is both a 
development and a springboard for young women. That’s why I recognise 
myself so much in this magnificent project for a Rugby League World Cup in 
France for 2025."



LES SPORTIFS S’ENGAGENT
POUR FRANCE2025
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Yohann Diniz

Europe discovered him one day in August 2006, when he won under the 
deluge of Gothenburg and, at the end of a final which made history in his 
discipline, walked away with the title of European Champion of the 50 km 
walk.

World and European champion on several occasions, and 50 km world record 
holder on both track and road, Yohann Diniz has demonstrated throughout 
his career that a great athlete can also be a man of great worth, and that the 
values of sport must inspire the whole of society.

"For me, sport is about sharing, solidarity, mutual aid, effort and respect. 
Values that make sense in our society and which we have a duty to our youth 
to pass on as heritage. Rugby league has a strong history and profound 
identity. Organising a World Cup where the women's, men's, youth and 
disabled sports teams will meet is a great first that I want to support."

Christophe Dugarry

Finalist of the European Cup with Bordeaux, the club where he trained, 
Christophe Dugarry was one of the first French players to shine in the 
greatest European championships and to promote French football in the 
biggest clubs, including FC Barcelona and AC Milan. Of course, it was in the 
blue jersey of the '98 generation that he truly distinguished himself: within 
three years he held the title of world champion, European champion and the 
Confederations Cup. Having experienced all this as a footballer, his inclusive 
vision of sport is even more valuable.

"Sport is about passion and about experiencing great emotions above all else. 
I have experienced it in small, medium and, of course, large cities. This is 
also what I like about the Rugby League World Cup project in our country: 
that this event allows you to experience these emotions throughout the 
regions, whether you are a player, a spectator or simply a resident of a city 
in celebration. "



LES SPORTIFS S’ENGAGENT
POUR FRANCE2025
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Thu Kamkasomphou

Two gold medals at the Paralympic Games and a total of 10 medals in singles 
and team games, world champion and European champion: Thu 
Kamkasomphou is an exceptional table tennis player, excelling at every 
opportunity.

“I support France's candidacy because we have the skills to organise major 
sporting events and it would be an exceptional moment for our French teams. 
Health, bringing people together, surpassing oneself: sport occupies a central 
place in society. So let's believe in it, let's never give up!”

Marc Lièvremont

Whether playing as a team of 7, 13 or 15, Marc Lièvremont embodies rugby 
in his heart, body and soul. This is most certainly because, born in Dakar, he 
arrived in France with his family onto Catalan soil, the land of rugby.

"After participating as a player in two World Cups, in the Sevens in 1997 in 
Hong Kong, in Rugby Union in 1999 in Great Britain, then a third time in 
2011 in New Zealand as coach, and even a fourth in 2015 as TV consultant, I 
know how important major events, especially when played at home, are for 
sportsmen and women alike. We want the 2025 World Cup!"

Safi N’Daye 

Captain of the France women's national rugby union team, victorious in three 
Six Nations Tournaments (including two Grand Slams) and part of the world 
selection of the decade which was revealed during the Rugby World Awards 
2020.

“I'm proud to support this great Rugby League World Cup project in France 
because French sport needs such competitions on our territory. It doesn't 
matter which federation organises such an event, we all owe it to ourselves 
to support such initiatives and inspire the young people who are our athletes 
and champions of tomorrow. Long live sport, long live rugby!"



LES SPORTIFS S’ENGAGENT
POUR FRANCE2025
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Michel Platini

Michel Platini... It is almost impossible to express the emotions he has 
provoked in us, or to deprive you of the excitement he sparked when we 
received his message of support.

Thanks to him, millions of us have discovered his winning French sport. The 
French team won the '98 World Cup thanks to outstanding players who likely 
learned football by watching him play.

Winner of the Ballon d'Or three times in a row, the award which still 
symbolises French sport around the world today, since his playing career he 
has also demonstrated that major international sporting events are also won 
off the pitch. The last torch bearer of the Albertville Games, co-organiser of 
the 1998 FIFA World Cup, Michel Platini knows the importance of these great 
events and their preparation. So, to use the words of one who has also, in his 
own way, made people love sport throughout the country: "Thank you 
Michel!".

"I know how important it is for our country to receive the whole world for big 
events and big sports parties. So yes to the Rugby League World Cup, we 
want it!"
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THE RUGBY LEAGUE WORLD 
CUP: WHAT A HISTORY!

France 2025 will be the 17th edition of the Rugby League World Cup

In 1954, it was on the initiative of a Frenchman, Paul Barrière, then president of 
the French Rugby League Federation, that the Rugby League World Cup was 
created. France became the first host country of the competition.

To pay tribute to its creator, the cup rewarding the winner is called the 'Paul 
Barrière Trophy'.

Since its first edition, the men's competition has regularly brought together the 
best nations in the world, in both the Northern and Southern hemispheres.

England will be the host country in 2022 (originally the 2021 edition, which was 
postponed for public health reasons).

Since 1954, Australia, France, New Zealand and the United Kingdom have hosted 
the competition.

France hosted the first edition of the World Cup in 1954 as well as in 1972, then 
jointly with the United Kingdom and Ireland in 2000 and 2013.

During 15 editions, three nations have been crowned:
● Australia, the defending champion, 11 times.
● Great Britain 3 times;
● New Zealand once.
● France has been a finalist twice, in 1954 and 1968.
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RUGBY LEAGUE IN FACTS 
AND FIGURES
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Elected in December 2020 as the head of the Federation, President Luc Lacoste made 
obtaining the 2025 World Cup in France a key point of a global strategy for the rapid 
growth of Rugby League in France. This World Cup will therefore constitute both a 
waypoint and an accelerator, given the media exposure and the dynamic it will offer to 
local authorities, economic partners and future federation members.

"Organisation of the World Cup in 2025 marks a strategic point for the French Rugby 
League Federation, fully integrated into the political project that I upheld during the 
electoral campaign of 2020.

However, the 2025 World Cup is neither an end in itself, nor a start, but a waypoint. But 
what a waypoint! The World Cup will be an accelerator for the transformation plan of 
French Rugby League Federation. A plan that aims to grow our sport, not only with more 
federation members, in more clubs and in more cities, but both professionally and 
diffusely as well.  

Welcome to France 2025 and long live rugby league, in France, Europe and worldwide! "

Luc Lacoste, 
President of the French Rugby League Federation 



RUGBY LEAGUE
IN FRANCE
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2021 figures (including COVID impact):
- Number of federation members:     13,000
- Number of clubs:           170
- Women's sections:         22
- Wheelchair sections:            21
- Youth sections:              80

2025 aims (including CDM impact):
- Number of federation members:     29,000
- Number of clubs:              185
- Women's sections:            51
- Wheelchair sections:               63
- Youth sections:                 100

2027/2021 aims:

- Number of federation members:39,000 (x3)
- Number of clubs:             200 (+ 18%)
- Women's sections:      100 (x 4.5)
- Wheelchair sections:      63 (x 3)
- Youth sections:   240 (x 3)

In addition, please note:

The French team is the reigning double World Champion in the wheelchair 
competition, a particularly spectacular discipline which is played 5-a-side on an 
indoor court (the size of a handball court).

This season, two French professional clubs (Perpignan's Catalans Dragons and 
Toulouse Olympique) are playing in the European Super League. This season, 
Toulouse joined the Catalans Dragons, who were finalists in this competition 
during the 2020–2021 season.



RUGBY LEAGUE AROUND 
THE WORLD IN 2021
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Rugby league is organised around the world by the International Rugby League, 
chaired by Troy Grant.

- Number of National Federations:   58 (across five continents)
- Number of federation members:         450,000           

“The rebirth of international rugby league in France has been a strategic goal of our 
sport for many decades and I am delighted that it will now become a reality through 
this award of the 2025 world cup to France. As the sport’s international federation, 
International Rugby League is so pleased to be able to bring the world cup home, to 
where it all began with the first world cup in 1954, and in keeping with that historic 
theme, for the very first time there will be four competitions - Men, Women, 
Wheelchair and Youth - truly a Rugby League World Cup for everyone, and for all of 
society.  
 
We are very grateful to the French government and all the regions, cities and towns 
for the strong support they have given to our outstanding French bid team and we 
can’t wait to welcome visitors from across the globe to this wonderful country, not 
only to share our exciting & accessible sport but also to enjoy world class tourism, rich 
cultural experiences and the unique atmosphere of France and its people. 
 
This 2025 world cup journey will allow us to build on the already strong bond that 
exists between rugby league and France, but also to deepen rugby league’s presence 
in and throughout the country.  As a sport, we are proud to complete a trifecta of 
major world sporting events in this magnificent French decade of sport and help 
celebrate a wonderful, proud and dynamic nation through an unforgettable celebration 
of rugby league”.

Hon. Troy Grant, President of the International Rugby League



#2025

CONTACT

Pierre PELISSIER
ppellissier@bonafide.paris
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